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Third World countries are besieged by a vide spectrun of problena
which continue to bring havoc aod destruction to their peoples.
The factor s behiod these tragedies are nuûerous. Internal
politico-ûilitary conflicts, ethnic and religious contradictions,
arned and/or po l itica 1 con f l icts bctveen ntighbouring states,
natura 1 di sasters, famine, riva 1ry betveen regiona 1 and wor 1d

povers, nassive hunan rights violations by governûents .. are but
the nost frequent caus es.

The rrspecif icityrt of the horn of Africa
Ethiopia in particular is that all these
generate a seening 1y end l ess series of
fanine problen is only the most dranatic

in general and that of
factors interEingle and

disas'ters of shich the
nanifesÈation.

situations so

bearings when

are sone t ime s
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Situated at the crossroads of Àfrica and the lliddle East andJat
the juncture of the Red Sea, the Indian ocean and the black
coûtinent, the Horn of Âfrica is of strategi.c ioportance to both
East and I'lest, llore significantly, it is a region at grips rith
persistant 1oca1 conflicÈs : Et.hioiia and Sonalia, Et.hiopia and

Sudan, (enya and Sonal ia are [lore or l ess in a pernanent state of
conflict. In EÈhiopia, Sonalla and Sudan, insurgent tloveEqElEg

instigated by internal factors aod supported by neightorllg
states, have taken up arEs against their respecti v e centrâ1
governnents. The Eorn is also a theater for deighbouring aod
ritler 

"orr'f 
1i.t" like the Israelo-Àrab var, rivalry betrreen

moderate and radical Àrab states aod the nore g1oba1 East-West
conf 1ict.

The concentration of so nany contradictions creates
intricate that it is often difficult to find oners
it comes to elplaining the basis for alliances that
pérceived as ttunnaturaltt.
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This conf l ict touched off â series of shifts in regional and

ioternational alliances. The Soviet Uaion broke nj.th Sonalia, its
most trusted a1ly in Africa, and svitched to Ethiopia, previously
the biggest single recipient ôf American Eilitarÿ assistance in
black Âfrica. This re v ersa 1 1ed to a v ast reshuf f 1e iû the
paÈterns of alignnent that had held sray to that point.

To betÈer understand this enbroglio,
salianÈ features of the situation in

has to keep ia nind sone

florn:
one

Èhe

1 Here, perhaps Eore than anyvhere e 1se, ideo l ogical and
re l igious considerations seen to give I,ay to nationalist
aspirations by the loca1 contending forces. The regionrs
problems cannot be sinply dismissed by invoking ttSoviet
expansioni-st designsrr or rrÀnerican inperialist intriguestt as
is of ten argued by the nain proÈagoni sts. Regiona 1 and ror 1d
poyers have sure 1y suitched a 1 L iances. But the loca1 actors
continue o1d objecti.ves viÈh nen a11ies. Conflicts in the Horn
do noÈ have nuch to do nith ideology. They have their roots iû
the conf l icting naÈiona 1 aspirations of the peop 1es living
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l:lever perhaps as during and in the afternath of the Bthio-
Sonalian rar for the 0gaden it L977 178 has the conplexity of the

situation in Ehe Horo been so anply brought to light.

Àctive support by Libya and South Yenen, tvo oembers of the Àrab
rrre jection Frontrr, did not dissuade Israel fron providiog help to
the former enpire of the egus nhich it coosider s as its on 1y
rrstrategic al1yrt in the regJ-on. The coning of a ttpro-Soyiett'
gov ernEent in Addis Abeba did not re su 1t in the terEinatior of
the nutual defense pact betveen Èhis country and Kenya, vhich is
considered by nany aa one of the nost solid pro-l{estern countries
io the conti.nent. This pact is intended to contaiû territorial
anbiÈions of Sooa 1ia nhich hâs the particu l arity of being an

adept of rrscientif ic socialismrr and an a1ly of Saudi Arabia, a

countrÿ knovo for its Eilitant anti-coEounisn ...



2

there. The EthiopiaD governnent rith its policy of national
unity and territorial integritÿ continues to frustrate a no-

less deÈernined nationalism of Eritresos and Sonalis.

The political situaÈion in Ethiopia and the kind of regine in
Âddis Ababa deternines to a large extent the course of eYents

in the Horn. Not l east because the present goYerûmett is
directly or iodirectly involved in all the aroed and political
confllcts in the r egi on.

It can safely be assèrted that the present situation is
largely a logical consequence of the Ethiopian revolutionary
process or rather of the setbacks suffered by the countryrs
deEocratic forces itr Èhe years 1977 /78. It is the radical
change in the balance of political forces in Âddis Âbeba vhich
occurred at this tiûe Èhât opened the ray for the disatrous
f an ine s, the nassive population novenents tovard s the
neighbouring countries, Soviet inÈervention and the
exacerbation of ethnlc contradictions in the foroer Enpire
atate.

I{e cont.end that in the final analysis the problens of the llorn
of Àfrica in general atrd Èhose of Ethiopia in particular vi11
not find aoy solutions rrithout the adyent of a dernocratic
governnent in Addis Abe ba.
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The internal
main subj ect

vicissitudes of
of the proposed

the Ethiopian revolution vi11 be the
study.

For outside observers, the years 1977/78 vere the ones uhich
ui Ènessed massive So v iet inter v entior in Èhe 'Horn. Not nuch
attention is paid to the other de ve l opnents that Eade this
possibel and paved the uay for the negative developments in the
Ilorn since 19 78.

0ur aBbition is to trace the course of the Bthiopian revolution
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The EÈhiopian revolution -- aÈ least during its ascending phase

-- had no inEediate and significant internatioral and regional
inplications. Unlike the popular movements in the Third I'lorld
where social and political upheavals occurred essentially uithin
the processus of the anti-co1oria1 strugglea, the one in Ethiopia
was essential ly an t'internal af f airrr. It cane as a resu 1t of
social, econonic and polittcal conflicts yithir the former eopire
staÈe iÈse1f .

From 1974-1977, the revolution agâinst the age-o1d order
continued yithout prov oking any signif icant change in the pre-
revolutionarÿ patterns of regiooal and international alliances.
In spi te of outual and increasing recrinitrations, the IJnited
StaÈes continued to pro yide arms and other assistance to the
revolutionary governEent. The Soviet Uoion, deternined to
naintain its foothold in Sonalia and its friendship yith Eritreau
nationalistE, kept away fron a revolution vhlch it suspected of
being rrChinese orientedrr. While the official Soviet atÈitude was

at best neutral, rraoti-inperialist[ forces under Mosconts
influence continued to denigrate nhaÈ they ca11ed a fascist
nilitary dictatorship rrlacky of Àoerican inperlalisnr.

It is only in 1977 - three years after the beginning of the
popu 1ar no v enent and vhi 1e the rev o l utionary decrees sere
transforming Èhe econonic, po l itica 1 and socia 1 set up of
traditional Ethiopian society - that the Soviet bloc tdiscoveredt

rrhat a Cuban author, Rao 1 Va l des Vivo, ca 11èd nÈhe unknovn
revolutionrr.

By that tine houever, maoy things had changed itrside Ethiapia. In
eatLy 1977 the Soviets starÈed to gain a foothold in the country.
At thi s Èime the Eost coûspicuous chaage ras the shif t froE Èhe
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by putting due enphasis on the internal struggle and to shor hor
and vhy its I'epiloguett becane the dramatic aituatlon not only
for Ethiopia but also for the region as a vho1e.



revolutionrs declared progranne of Itnoo allgnnentr to that of
rrproletarian international isor vhich vas Eo becone the guiding
principle of the countryrs foreign policy. This hovever was only
one aspect of the series of reversalsin the course of the
re v o lution and certaio 1y not the most itsportant--at l east for
Ethiopians.

Coinciding yith Soviet intervention and rhile the country rras at
gri ps rith fu 11 sca 1e uars oû trro fronts in the 0gaden and in
Btritrea, forces rhich vere at the forefront in the sÈruggle
against the o1d regime veie caught in a f ierce spiral of terror
and counter-terror in Àddis Abeba itself. A whole generation of
progressi v es yas lost in the ternoi 1. Those vho survived,
rgeakened and divided aEong therDselves, vere not to constitute a

serious chal lenge Èo the rising ni l itary dictator ship and
increasing foreign involyenent which cane rrith it. In any case,
the outcome of this strugg 1e decided not on 1y the fate of the
re vo lution io Ethiopia itse 1f but a 1so the course of events to
cotse in the Horn of Africa.

During the past ten years, nany vorke have been published on the
history of the Ethiopiar revolution. Many of these are by foreign
scholars. the study thaÈ is being proposed is however original in
nanÿ respectg.

It vi11 be among the firbt to be published by ao Ethiopian rho
had the privilege of being close1y inv o 1v ed in Èhe countryrs
poliÈicâ1 processus for so long. IÈ ni 11 be based on personal
notes and remini.scences, hitherto unÈapped docunents, student
no v eEent pub lications of the sixties and ear 1y sevenÈies,
abundant panphleÈs of Èhe first six nonÈhs of the February
mo v emenE, of ficia 1 pub lications of successi v e go v ernEenÈ s and
poliÈica1 organizations. Most, if not all of these, are in
Anharic and thus have remained inaccessible to foreign rrriters up
to nou. There ni 11 a 1so be an attenpt to inter v iev peop 1e who
p l ayed proni-nent roles in go v ernnent and oppo siÈion movemeûts
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both before and after February 1974.

This approach is preferred ûot on 1y because the author is nost
fami l iar ni th this aspect of the prob 1en. There are also other
and nore fundanental reas oo s.

In the nuEe rou s works a l ready pu b 1i shed ûn the Bthiopian
revolution the interûa1 balance of political forces had aoÈ been
given t.he inportance it deser v es. In deal ing vith the Sona 1i
inv asion of 1977 for examp 1e, most observ ers exp l ain this
agression by pointing to that countryrs 1oûg-standing claio to
parts of Ethioplan territory. This is only half the story. The
study vi11 shov hor. a faction of the civilian and oilitary
bureaucracy in Âddis Àbeba deliberaÈe1y prepared the terrain for
the SoEa l i army in the hope of discrediting the reyolutlonary
government. By giving a detailed account of the struggle betreen
those vho constant 1y pl ayed dorn Èhe Sona 1i threat and the
'ralarnistslt vho insisted on the inninence of the invasion and
iûsisted that preparatiora be made to Beet the challenge, the
study will shos Èhe facÈors vhich made possible the inÿasion in
the first place and its initial ttlightning successestt once it yas

launched.

The same approach vi11 be fo 11ored to exp l ain the shift froE
ttnon-alignnentrr to rrproletarian internationalisnn. Many observers
atÈribute Èhe reversal in EÈhiopiars foreign alliarces to rrsoviet
expansionisEt' or I'nistakes in Âmericao foreign policy". This
again is only half the truth. Soviet intervention câme after 1977
as a resu 1t fo a radica 1 change in the po 1i Èicâ I balance of
forces in Addis Àbeba and coincided yith, but did not precede the

The approach to be used si11 be to put eophasls oû the internal
peripeteia of the po l itical struggl e ir Ethiopia. The regiona 1

and itnernational iop l ications of this strugg l e will on 1y be

treated in so far as theÿ played a role in the iuternal political
processus.
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phâse of agoûy and defeat of the denocratic Dovenent in Ethiopla.

The tfashington area, as one vhj.ch has a very large concentration
of Ethiopisns, is of particular releveoce to the studyrs
progress. My irtent is to col lect nateria 1 (interyiews,
reniniscences, etc.) fron Ethiopians of varying backgrounds.
Discussion vith Anerican persona l ities vho close1y followed
events in Ethiopia, consulting material on Soviet and Anerican
attitudes toyards the re y o lution yi 11 a 1so be part of the work
ion the l{ashington area. Part of the ti!ûe there yi11 be spent at
the Library of Congress yhere a col lection of Ethiopian
nevspapers--rarely available elseyhere--is to be found.

In addition to the abov e, sone specific parÈs of the study wi 11
be conpleted at the center lùhi1e a fev pages vi11 be devoted to
relatioos betyeeD the Uoited Suates and the inperial governmert,
the chapter dealiog yith international and regional implications
of the Ethiopian revolution ni11 be conpleted duriag l[y sÈay at
the center.

Negede Gobezie
(Ju1y 1988)
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