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CONTRTBUTION TO THE NATIONAL RECONCILIATON
CONFERENCE - PARIS (FRANCE)

11, 72, 13 March L993

PROGRAMME FOR PEACE

THE

AND NAT]ONAL RECONCILTATION IN ETHIOPIA:

ROAD FROM I^IARFARE TO I4IELFARE

I. Background.

Years back, when the Ethiopian Revolution of 1974 began to get
distorted and went astray, a B.B.C. Radio Commentator Lamented:

1t.1s always sad to hear of a dream being shattered. But it is
sadder sti11 to have witnessed a people, drained of initiative by
centuries of feudalism,stir themselves and clutch at a dream of
freedom, and then to see the dream crumble to dust...Saddest of all
for the millions of ordinary Ethiopians who almost exactly a year
after the dawn of hope have 1itt1e to look forward to, except the
darkness of increased chaos.

Needless to emphasize what has happened to the country and its
people in the last 18 years. However, it is worthy to note that the
degree and extent of the inflicted destruction en toto stands true
t.o both the letter and spirit of the commentator. Sadly enough, v/e
are once again headlng for a perilous road to predicaments with far
reaching implications of adverse nature due to the reinstatement
of follies and malpractice of the past.

Two pertinent questions at this decisive junction of the Ethiopian
Odyssey come to the forefront-what has gone wrong again, and more
importantly \^rhy can t t hre learn f rom the undoing of the past?
Theoretically, Lhese are not difficult questions to answer.
Unfortunately at the center of the general Ethiopian scene there
sti11 prevails what is euphemistically known as the t'hlar culture
and the habit of being violentr'. The Ethiopian peoples have time
and again seen the dawn of hope but to no avai1. hlithout recourse
to our history of the remote past, this can be ascertained by
making a cursory glance at state of affairs relating to the last
half century where democratic governance (though limiLed and
confined to form) has found its way to the political modus-operandi
as a legitimate demand for dissent.

As is to be recal1ed, in the Post World hlar 11 period, Emperor
Haile Selassie had faced serious challenges to his authoritarian
rule from three quarters in Lhe main: conspiracy against and
antagonism Lo his rule from some leading notables and resistance
leaders; demands for changes in the socio-political sLructure
spearheaded by forces of modernization whlch the system had tried
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to coopt in its own interests, and eLhnic based challenges
precipitated by groups a11eged1y speaking and acti_ng on behal f of
oppressed peoples and subjecLs in the empire state. Motivated by
Lhe impulse of consolidating centralized ru1e, the emperor r s
responses v/ere basically rePressive save few instances. The major
cases in point could be understood by examining the modes and
manners of how he dealt wiLh individual resistance leaders firmly
opposed to him, the leaders of the L960 coup attempt and the
Ethiopian Student Movement of the 1960s.

tt0ther important factors that significantly conLributed Lo the
deepening of the current crisis include: the unilateral abrogation
of the federal arrangement as regards Eritrea with the aim of
super-imposing absolutist feudal rule over the region, failure to
resort to democratic reforms that could gradually lead to a modest
Lransformation of Ethiopian Society, subsequent attempts at
brutally suppressing nascent resist,ances in Eritrea, Tigrâÿ, 0romo
area..., among others. fn doing so and behaving as such, what the
emperor achieved was exactly the opposite of what he intended to.tt
At the end of the duy, Ethiopia and the l^Jorld at large have
wiLnessed Lhe disgraceful removal of thettElect of Godttsupplanted
by Mengistu and his gangs left at large to perpetrate their heinous
crimes that have vividly surfaced over the years.

Haile Selassiefs legacy that out lived his superficial grandeur and
imperial rule has carried the multifaceted problems accumulated
over the years to their logical conclusions. The military junta,
due to 1ts irresponsible and amateurish handling of things, fared
r4rorse than its predecessor. Among others, Eritrea remained the
problem child of Ethiopian politics ever since. 0ther Lurmoil and
upheavals that are bred and multiplied as a result fo11or+ed suit
to the extent of threatening the very survival of the country as
a formidable entity.

Despite repeated opportunities rendered available to us to redress
o1d wounds and build the NeL ithio_p-i_g. on a New foundation f ollowing
Lhe upsurge of Lhe eventîEEfE74 Revolution, rhings by fai
t,urned from bad to hrorse. Mengistu, who emerged as one of the most
ruthless tyrants in the African continent used ttSocialismft and
other catchwords Congruent with the aspirations of the people to
climb to the pinnacle of pov/er. This curse of history took the
existingttCulture of violence and hrar makingttto its perfection
through the instrumentality of his faulty and defective policies
and piactice. .Moit regretiably, in what appears to approximate
Thomas Hobbest Itstate of naturett, he succeeded in physically
liquidating a good proportion of the country I s dynami. anâpatriotic generation while at the same time luring Ethiopia to the
blood j.est civil hrar unprecedented in the count,ry s long history.
In the sevenLeen years that marked his preponderance, the tyrant
reorganized and perfected the Ethiopian state and government in the
arts and crafts of repression and genocide. This hras accomplished
by creating and developing an elaborate system of security
apparatus backed by a huge military establishment that carries outhis fiendish orders without an iota of dissent and non-compliance.
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ln other words, to destroy his potential and real enemies and
opponents' Lo avert perceived and actual threats posed against his
misrule, he not only built a colossus military machine unparalleled
in Black Africa but also militarized the entire Ethiopian Society.
Such regimentation of society lÿas undertaken by distorting and
perverting the making of mass organ:*zations and public associations
(peasants, I{omen, YouLh, Professional) blended in the model of a
corporate military structure. By the 1 980s, for all purposes ,Ethiopia became the incarnation of appalling maladministration
misery and horrific misdirection of resouices. Data on Lhe
following table could be cited as one of the numerous indicators
supporting the above statement.

Soldiers or Teachers?
Armed Forces as 7. of Teachers

§pq,e Ïtiorst, Examples :
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Ethio p ia
fraq
0man
Chad
PDRY
Paki s tan

Some of the Best Examples:
Costa Rica
Mauritius
fvory CoasL
Ghana
Jamaica
All Developing
Countries

494
428
275
233
200
154

0
10
13
74
24

68

v

rt can easily be gathered from the above that Ethiopia by farexcels even all of the countries whose concenLration onmilitary build up is astounding. Moreover, as one recenL studyquoting official sources has shown, the countryrs militarÿ
budget (excluding purchase of ammunition) increâsed from anestimated amount of 109.5 million Birr at the time of seizureof por^rer by the military in L974 to z,27z million Birr in
1990/9L when the dictaLorship was on the verge of its demise.This drive has shown a rise of 19757"

According to the same source, if the total costs of
r{rere included, the oyerall expenditure could have
million Birr out of which more than half was
currency.

ammunition
been 35 ,7 82
in foreign

Source: HUMAN RIGHT DEVELOPMENT REpORT , lgg}.
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For a poor country like Ethiopia, this r{as too high asacrifice, especially when viewed in terms of its opportuniLycost ' Far worse was of course, the destruction entailed interms of human and material scarce re"ou.a"" as a result ofsuch a massive investment aiming at winning a futile civilk'ar. The at,tendant ef f ects of such a misadventure are toremain a hazar d hanging like the ;'Èro.a of Damocles, on thenecks of subsequent generations.
The committee.For peace, Democracy and Rehabilitation (cpDR)based in rhe Addis Ababâ universiiy h;s rhe following ro saywith regard to the predicaments trrat have befallen thecounLry:

Although precise estimates are not available to us at the timeof this wriring, between fifty a;-""i"nay percent of theannual national budget went to the military in the lastseventeen years. c1ear1y, the man por"r ana material resourcessquandered on this r"nion exercise could have been used forÏi;:o:::;:ï"i1":'.;l;,*;"ii :f":ï;,""""îe and ro' p.àrongin!
through an -e-ndless cy"c1e of r^rar, violence, â.d politicalirresponsibility. rmportant indicators of the quality oflife such as rhe general infani-;;; maternal mortali tyrates, life expectancy at birth, luiiy .uforieintake per capita, 

- 
primar y school enrollmentratio,...etc.a11 indicate that -Eihiopia is at the bottom ofthe list of the least developed countries.

v The EPRDF in general and its omni.potent and bellicoseleadership in p.articular, rÀ" ;" ""roïÏiÏon 
f orces in the bushmade 10ud cries about peace, àemocratic tolerance andpluralistic ac.commodation,' on"e inside Mengistu, s palace,began exhibiting their---Lrr" nature-dlsplaying the samepolitical traits and naladies of tr,L-ror""" that they havedisplaced. The self extollment, the blind obsession and lustfor absolute pohrer, hyper-sensitivity -àu", 

to constructivecriticisms, the pïesumptuous pretensions all found confortablesanctuaries in the porl,er tha't u" - 
-rhrî 

i" compatible to thesaying "the spirit ,ry ,iri but tt," irrte-"r, is weak,,. t{ithoutexaggeration, what we see around us, tir"refore, to use the
T " | :' ; :.Ëi:" îî,F î'"î', ï.os." : : : ; ; I : I 

"".o 

i- 
" 

- a 
" 

v s :',, i. o * D e r g,, e

t
a

An all im p ortant question at this point of our discuss ion i-s,dld the d eparture of Men gistu b ring the Ethio pian peopleanywhere n ear to the promised fre edom, soclal j ustice, peaceand prosperit y? Befor e providing a definite ans I4Ier One remarkfrom the outs et: it seems that o nce again we a re marching onthe wrong road to yet another ca tastrophe of o ur ordn makin oèAs to be shown subsequentl ÿ, albeit some politic a11 1 t d d 1 1 \.Ie afe hfor th e same disaste r out of wh 1C ÿre have allegedl
eading

emerged. y jusr



To be more specific, the first major political action on thepart of the EPRDF is to reinforce Mengisturs ban andrepression on the major multi-national democratic oppositionforces preventing their participation in the ààrntry r spolitical processes. since then the EpRDf has been busypracticing its stage-managed bogus democracy. This is intendedto provide items of consumption for the international
community on the one hand, and manipulate domestic opinionwith the hope of capturing a commendable legitimacy andconstituency of support on the other. All these boil down tothe drive for firmly establishing hegemony of a group to whicha de facto one party rule is sti11 very attractive.
0f 1ate, even the OLF, a major participant at the Londonconcert and the founding conference of the trTransitional
Governmenttt in Addis Ababa, has been systematically forcedout of both the government and the alleged t'Regional ând LocalElecLionst'. Not less surprlsingly, tt e EpRDF Government,
having cleared its r^ra-y to absol.uLe pohrer and having declareditself winner in the ttelectionsttwhich it did not co'ntest withothers, is nohr striving to set up a monolithic ttfederalrt
establishment. EPRDFTs puppet 0rganizations and cronies areappointed to take control of the important regions in the same
manner Mengistu tried to Control fake autonomous enLities thathis rubber stamp ttshengott (parliament) sanctioned theirexistence. Accordingly, the Oromo Region is handed to the0PD0, the Amhara Region to the EpDM, tlie Tigray region to theTPLF-a11 vassals of rhe EPRDF.

I,rlhat should be clear in this connection is that too much
shrewdness to exploit ethnic problems for promoting hiddenpolitical agenda and ulterior motives is both immàra1 anddestrucLive. The drive towards creating superficial federatingentities in the manner of South Africa's Bantustans benefitàno one includlng the TPLF at the end of the day. rt should benoted that ir is the TpLF that is mastermindi.ng such a hastyand i11-conceived political project of dividirig the countryinto administrative units structured on ethnic basis.
I^/hat is most worrying is not EpRDFts political gimmi.cks,
cosmet,ic democracy and window-dressings but the implicationsof these deceptions and manipulationJ for durable peace andstability. squandering the meager resources in creating toomany unproductive and currently irrelevant structures at atime when the country badly needs them for rehabilitation andreconstruction purposes, is utterly irresponsible and hencecriminal. state of affairs.- at present warrant drawing aparallel between Mengisturts undoing and that of hissuccessors: amidst total economic co11apse, civil strife,political chaos, mass starvation and above all the vividpossibility of.wirne_ssing rhe rragedy of a divided polity,
!h" despot and his clowns were busÿ creating their ,tr,Iorkers,
Party, and the t'Denocratic republic, with ân atmosphere of
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fanfare and festivities too costly for affluent societies 1et
alone for a beleaguered nation like Ethiopia. Today, with all
the horrors of the past sti11 fresh in our mind, Ethiopians
and the world at large are forced to watch the repetition of
the dramas of the yesteryears with anger, frustration and
common disbelief.

At this most trying time in our history, when the call for
peace is being echoed across the board, the force that has
presided at the helm of state pohrer, endowed wiLh concei.t,
arrogance and belligerence, is groping in the quagmire of new
misadvenLures. rn a nuL-she11, the Ethiopian state has once
again become privatized-as the sole property of the EpRDf.
This is increasingly detrimental, in the negative sense, to
prospects for peace, pluralistic coexistence and stability
which are essential preconditions for democracy arà
development.

ïI. IITHICH I^/AY OUT?:

As has been stated all along,
persistent prevalence of the
termination appears not to be
§Uqcessive ELhiopian Political

RECOMMENDATIONS

the central problem is thettCulture of violencett whose
in sigh t. This is so because

have never given room
tolerant accommodation

Regimes

\-,

for a 1ega1 democratic opposi tion and
of differing views. The choice has always been either to
comply to the wi11s and whlms of officialdom or run to the
bush to try one t s fortune. rronically, even the present
incumbents who captured state por,ÿer by turning to the laLter
option are provoking the democratic opposition in particular
and concerned Ethiopians in general to behave likewise.
Nevertheless, such trends are no less than the ttsuicidal
alternatj-ve" for all actors, without exception, and the
country.

ït is with the objective of averting this that h,e are promptedto embark on offensives for Lhe atLainment of peace ard " 5u"tnational reconciliation. rt is with ample justlfication that
r{re af f irm the bellicose nature of the EPRDF leadership, thathas fa11en prey to the alleged "culture of violence andinLolerancett and its ohrn conceited behavior and pervertedvision. rts vision is blurred by the excessive lust for por{erand hegemony as the case hras with its predecessors who have
encountered disgrace at the end of the day. As a result, whatone witnesses around is not the spirit of compromise,tolerance and pluralistic coexistence. ôn the contrary, thereprevails an atmosphere of reci.procal and mutual suspicionwhich is progressively developing into animosities. §uch asituation could undoubtedly grohr into psychological andpractical preparation for a fu11 fledged Confrontàtion whenthe time comes.

ab out
peace,

the need for
politics of

Despite deafening government propaganda
democratic exercise and preva1"n.à of

I
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command and a mentality of a state of siege continue to occupy
a central place in the mode of thinking and
regime.
democracy

To most Ethiopians, being loud
withou t national reconciliation is

fantasy. Th is is true particularly in

operation of the
about peace and
absurd and a mere

light of concrete
such catchwords and
utilized as smoke

traits. 1n this

conditions prevalent in our country where
phrases as t'democracytt and ttpeacett are
screens to hide motives with negative
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connection, vÿe vehemen.tly oppose the current stereotype ofthe day that alleges "Ethiopia is better than somalia andYugoslaviatt. The reason why whaL came to pass in the throcountries failed to occur in Ethiopia is so1e1y attributed tothe farsightedness and commendable wisdom of àr, peoples andnot to the EPRDF and its cronies.

The EPRDF along with some self-centered and short sighted
groupings r otr the contrary, have strived to exaggeratedifferences of all kinds among Ethiopians thus fanning;thnicunrest which could have assumed horrific implication"l Tryingto find solace by comparing incomparables and by fabri.cating
success stories is to the interest of none other Lhan the evildesigns of the present incumbents. Though the immediate
dangers emanating from the unholy drives of the EpRDF and co.appear to have been averted at least for the present,Ethiopian society is potentially divided more than àny timein the past. rt is to mitigate the developing of thispotential thal hre take pains to hint on means and ways ofpreventing adverse consequences that could be bred bi theexisting tendencies, inclinations and state of affairs.

9nç: rde grasp the gist of these hard f acts, it r^,onrt bedifficult to suggest series of solutions presumed to help inidentifying 1e-eway leading to the resolution of underlylng
and fundamental problems. IlIithout claimlng to have a monoporyof absolute truth a1la EPRDF-& co., we propose the follorin!as alternative basiE-Er durable peace, 

"tubility and Nationalreconciliation:

1. political Measures

series of political measures need to be taken to resolve thecrisis currently apparent in the sphere of governance and highpolitics. The existing politlcs of command based on a zero-sumgame (get all or lose all) is in short very dangerous andhence ca11s for rectification in terms of both mode ofthinking and *"{ of doing things. As things stand now, wêbelieve thar ttre only way à bring about fundamentalalterations with regard to the prep"onderant climate ofsLresses and strains is the establishment of an Arl-inclusivetransitional Government. rn this, all Ethiopian democratic0rganizations and groupings shoulà u" allowed to pàrfi"ipatewiLhout any form of parochial and sectarian qualiiication asused to happen hitherLo. This presupposes the declaration of



good lÿi11 to the effect of promoLing views and action within
the context of the democraLic process and on the basis of
ru1es, procedures and norms to be adopted by the consent of
concerned actors. The duties of the envisaged Transitional
Government would include:

1.1 Organize an Ethiopian National Defense Force

As the private armies of the differenL former guerilla
organizations are the najor threats to peace and main sources
of pending conflicts, the Transitional Government would embark
on encamping them in quarantines to effect their piecemeal
disbanding and/or integration (as the case may be) into the
various units of the national army to be organized. The
Transitional Government should simultaneously initiate the
process of 0rganizi-ng an Ethiopian National Defence Force thatis non partisan (in terms of ideologÿ, ethnicity...etc) anddepoliticized. The allegiance of Lhe Armed Forces should
strictly be to the anticipated democratic constitution and to
democratically elected government.

1.2. Guarantee respect for basic
liberties and human rights to all
regardless of political posiLions,
ethnicity. . . etc.

civil and democratic
citizens and groups

religious creed, sex,

1.3. Facilitate fora and ayeûues for free and open publicdebates and exchange of views on major issues affàcting thedestiny of the people and the countiy with the objective ofeliciting alternat,ive options and approaches to solvi problemsas a result.

1.4. create an independent judicial system and other 1awenforcing bodies as may be necessary. Such public institutions
aimed at maintenance of 1aw and order should not be intervenedwith except by the spirit and provisions of the constltution
and other laws to be enacted.

1:5- stop all measures and moves ained at artificiallydividing the country and establishing the form of state forthe mere sake of the political conr"n-ience of some groups asarbitrarily undertaken at present. The Transitional Governmentshould instead sanction an in-depth study of the issue basedon the historÿ, economics and socio-cu1tura1 aspects of lifeof Ethiopia's various ethnic groups the result of which is tobe articulated to serve as proposal for rearrangement thatwill be endorsed before taking effect by a demËcraticallyelected national parliament and/or popular referendum.

1.6. Declare all agreements betyeen the present incumbents inEthiopia and the Eritrean province nul1 and void. The mode andmanner in which the recognition of de facto Eritrean secessionis undertaken is i11-conceived and utterly undemocratic thatdid not take into account the interest of peoples. rn the
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absence of a democratically elected government in Ethiopia and
the participation of other Eritrean groups in the political
process, and above all , without the expressed wish of the
Eritrean peoples, hasty moves and deceptive drives to effect
blessings to the EPLF political programme is undoubtedly
t,antamount to nurturing the bastion of fuLure conflicL and
instability in the region. trÿe propose that the case be given
time for sober thinking and adequate preparation in which both
the forces of Dismemberment_egg_lln:Lty in Ethiopia (including
Eritrea) expo it srppo.L for their
respective causes without restrictions of any kind whatever.
Fina11y, the Eritrean Peoples should be
a11or+ed to express their position on the issue through
referendum that meets internationally recognized sLandard
requirements.

L.7. Convene a representative constituent assenbly, enact
electoral laws and set up institutlons and bodies to be
engaged in drafting the constiLution, supervise electoral
processes, regulate modes and manners of undertakings tasks
in this regard. The draft constitution shourd be presented
for public debate to be enriched through additional inputs as
amendments and further elaboration after which it is to be
subjected to a popular referendum for endorsement.

1.8. Declare a general amnesty for those who have been
declared outlaws by both the ousted dictatorship and the netr
incumbents due to their political positions and differing
views. The amnesty should extend to all individuals and groups
save those who have committed crimes against the people by
abusing their, powers and other leverages without justifiable
f orce ma.'ieure.

1.9. Hand over state pover to a party or coalition
that have managed to win the mandate of the broad
through free and fair nation-wide elections the
manner of which is to be based on a democratically
established law to be enacted beforehand,

of parties
electorat,e

mode and
and justly

U
2 Economic measures

The countryrs economy is so in shambles and there prevails an
acute state of crisis that it is hardly possible to speak
about an ttEthiopian Economytt. Decades of devasLating civil
hrars, recurrent drought and famine, coupled with unprecedented
official state corruption has 1ed the economy to the end of
the precipice. Therefore, the need to work out a feasible
Economj.c Programme of Recovery Accompanied by tangible actions
is a matter of urgent necessity and paramount importance.
rn this sphere, the New TransiLional Government is expected
to initiate and accomplish the following:
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2.L. Take innnediate measures to revitalize the agriculturalsector (the major source of livelihood, employment, foreignexchange earning, . . . etc. in Ethiopia which had been hithertoneglecLed. Means and ways of allocatlng investments,encouraging and incentivl zi-ng the peasant producer,proliferation of modern farms ând improvement of farmingtechniques shou-ld be sought and be givËn a central place intheeconomiCpo1icyframJwork.rtiàanop"nffiti"
degree and extent of prevalent food crisis has p.oj.""sivelyassumed alarming proportions over the years. This endemicproblem can be surmounted by nothing ottrer than lending theproper foci and attention to the 

"gii.cultural sector in all
peace, reconciliation and development could be attained undera situation where mass starvation, alienation andmarginalization in economic terms is rampant.

2-2. Reactivate the industrial sector to enabre it effectlinkages of a reciprocal nature with agriculture by infusingmore or less similar measures as prescribed in z.z.l above.
2-3 - Reconstruct the infrastructural setting thatplggressively deteriorated due to persistent "neglect
effects of decades of var.

comprehensive International Conferencea!: - Ethiopian _ Economy', and aimingavailable internal and external resour.L"

2.4. Convene a
"Rehabilitating
mobillzing all
this end.

has
and

on
at
to
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2'5' strive ,to.cur.b the growing problem of unemployment byencouraging both the public- and private secLors to open upfields of activity thaL could productio"ly engage the floatlnglabour force and man polrer in the country.
3. Socio-cultural measures:

The legacy oI - the past and the aforementioned damagesinflicted on.11 aspects of 1ife, 
""p".ia11y in the last twodecades, are of considerable magnitrar.- As a result, Ethiopiais nohr facing. immense problem"s relating to accommodatinghundreds of thousand" oi refugees fornerly forced to fleetheir homes for fear of repres-sive po1i"i"" and measures,millions of inrerna_r1y _di"p1àced p"opi"'au" to the civil warand the recently unleashed ethnic'"tiir" prompted by the i11advised propaganda of the regime and other sectarian politicalgroupings, hundreds of tÀousands of demobilized formercombatanLs, etc.

unemployment rld u.nderemployment that have accumulated overthe years are further boistéred by at least five-fold due toLhe displacement of numerous riniop:.àns precipitated byrampant econom.ic i-nactivity unwarranted and illejai actionsof the EPRDF that hire" .nd fires civil servants at will and
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the paralysis of the defense structure which hras one of the
major employers in the country. Problems relaLing to health
care, education housing and cultural activities have grown by
leaps and bounds. concomitantly, therefore, Ethiopian Society
has undergone through a major crisis that has fundamentally
disturbed the basics of socio-cultura'1 fabrics of 1ife. These
and other maladies await curative measures as soon as
possible. The present and future generations of responsible
Ethiopians are, therefore, condemned to shoulder the burden
of the cross.

Lrlithout going deep into the specif ics, we suggest that a
sustained campaign complemented by practical action be
launched with the objective of attaining national revival,
reconstruction and rehabilitation in general and addressing
specific problems that are r+idespread in order of priority
and importance in particular. rn disposing such a colossus
Herculean task, the New Transitional Government in Collusion
with the relatively well to do section of Ethiopian society
and other concerned fnLernational organizati-ons (governmental
and non-governmental) should strive to mobj-Lj-ze all available
potential and actual endowments to withstand the onslaught of
the predicament.

0ne of the major factors contributing to the increased
leverage of the state in Ethiopia is the progressive weakening
of Civil Society over time. The absence of a formidable civii
socieLy which could have counter-balanced and checked the
negative behavior and practice of the state has forced
persistent recourse to the laLter as an omnipotent force. The
preponderance of a strong state (vis-a-vis the citizenry) has
been and sti11 is the rule of the game. under such a
situati-on, development in terms of socio-cu1tura1 aspects oflife becomes unimaginable particularly when there is a serious
want in benevolence. The state, therefore, should a11ow
through 1ega1 endorsement, for the proliferation of various
components of civil society imbued with a pluralistic nature.

III CONCLUDING REMARKS

This modest presentation has attempted to show Lhe dialectical
relationship between peace and stability on the one hand andpositive development and recovery on the other. Given the
concrete Ethiopian reality of today, peace and
be envisaged if and only if there prevails the

stability can

for the at
Therefore:

tainment of National Reconciliati on.

Convinced that there is no heroism in senseless military
adventures and political bravado,

Firmly believing that it is commendable and holy to use ourenergy, êxperience, wisdom, Lime and resources for welfare
than warfare, for national construction than destruction, fora rational compromise than i11 motivated manipulation,

U
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Convinced thaL, as our past experience amply demonstrated, no
one benefitted from repressions, arrogance ' military
adventures . . . eLc. at the end of the d'y,

Hoping also that all Ethiopian political forces in the country
or'ouiside, armed or otherwise, incumbents or fugitives, will
learn from the follies of the Past:

Hoping that all honesL
plights, miserY and agonY

LIe call upon all political forces to
and find means and waYs leading to
within the conLext of a commonlY
framework and without resort to
undermining,

Ethiopians have deePlY felt the
of their fe11ow country nen,

resolve their differences
a negotiated setLlement
agreed upon democratic

violence and reciprocal

hle call upon the EPRDF who has hitherto remained adamant to
work towards a pacific resolution of differences and prevented
the democratic opposition and the pan Ethiopian organi-zations
from peacefully participating in the over all process to
desist from its faulty, defective and dangerous stance,

I^/e also call upon the internatlonal community, all peace
loving peoples, foreign governments and friends of Ethiopia
to exert pressure on the concerned actors Lhat resist this
and simiiar other proposals for peace and National
Reconciliation.

In this connection, wê appreciate the position taken by the
European parliament and many other foreign 0rganj-zalions that
have coriectly understood the real naLure of problems in
Ethiopia while at the same time urging others to reconsider
their positions immersed 1n distorted reflections.

of an All InclusiveFina11y,
Peace Co

we demand the immediate
nference in which all Et ganizations r+iLhout

convening
hiopian or

exception (including 0rganizations from the Region of Eritrea)
must participate. I,le hope that this conference could serve as
a basis for the esLablishment of a New and Democratic
Transitional Government of Ethiopia.
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