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our country;
o l. That our PeoPle saved from a dictatorial rule of a minority and build a democratic order by this

free will our country is transformed from the endless culture of war and conflict to durable peace for

the first time in its history and through such a transition create a constitution that trusted given that

due rrspect to and Protected bY the people, which in turn could en§ure the rule of law;

| 2. As far as our oPenlY stated objective is to struggle against the country 's authoritarian regime and to

facilitate the creation of a democratic atmosphere which enables the PeoPles of Ethiopia to determine

their destiny by themselves and believing that failing to leave for the future judgment of our PeoPle

issres such ass differences of ideology, economlc and social PolicY Programs which could undermine

ourunity of purPose and sense ofunity directly helping the enemies of Peace and democracy;

o 3.Conscious of the fact that differences of strategies and political stands drawn by each group from

their own experiences should not be the basis of division and conflict since the objective of our

stnrggle is for free and fair election and far beyond a democratic constitution,

ô 4.Convinced that making known in concrete terms what we mean by free election and democratic

con*itution deals for which those struggling for democracY Ethiopia have paid for long the

E,o
INETHIOPIA(DFIE)

The first and major bottleneck for durable peace, democracy and national unity in Ethiopia top this date

, , ,iS tt e Ait rc of opposition forces to create unity of purpose and action'

o undoubtedly if the inability to forge unity or purpor. und l1tlo] among the country's opposiiion

,,- i"r*, *irri,*d, unabated,ihe unti-demociatic policy of the TPLF would lead our country to greater

. ,, disaster;

, .,,{ Believing that the invasion of the EPI.F coupled with the misguided policy of the EPRDF would lead

' ...''' to greater national catastrophe;
,**l understanding the need foi unity among the country's opposition forces so as to enable them to create

'. ; ;;;;froînt and lead the rtÉggr. tà'solve tt . .âuntry's tundamental problems democratically;

, , o We, the undersigned opp-osition p'à'titi.ut organization, of pthiopia, gathered in Paris from September

,r. ll-13.199g, conscious of ourunity of purpose and struggle and thè historic responsibility of saving

ln

necesssry sacrifices, and further continued that the EthioPian peoples, the members of each

organizatiotU members of the interndional community who have good wishes for our country will

help our struggle;
- to remove the danger of war once and for all fiom Ethiopia so as to ensure durable peace and

stability;
- safeguard Ethiopian unity and sovereigrtty; .1 . -t-^ .-^tr-. ^rD+Li^^i- guaf,antee trre rights and equality of na:tions ard nationalities strenglhen the unity of Ethiopians

through a sense ofbrotherhood;
- the democratic and human rights of all citizens of Ethiopia be guaranteed, economic and-social

justice assured and finally to work for the precondition ôf democracy by changing the balances

âf for.., so as to build aâemocratic order where the rule of law is respected;

- we hereby declare our plan of action as follows'
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A. Free. Fair and Genuine Election

When we demand free, fair and genuine election, we are not making any extra demands than what arÉ

today accepted as international standards and the principr., it 
"Èpnôr 

itr.r i, uJrancing in theory' Ï6

problem is the porit*.i gimmicks of the EPRDF which openly undermine some of the principles, while

àccepting others in theory but nullifying in practice'

Further more, the sources of the p.oilt.,,, are not only the issue of one of the competing parties

controlling the army and the police r"r..r; gà"ernment institutions; the mass media; public purse md

other services as well as the country'r-àipi.î*ic relations fo, n*o* and sectarian interests' But'thi§'

party which is in control of the state, as rthis is not enough wantl to control the whole electoral proces§

alone and by doing so seriously hinders both the p."puro:tion and the process of the election with ûe

resultant effect that would distort tt e eiectlon from refiecting the balancô of forces on the ground as well

Democratization and Free Election Initiadve

as the popular will of the PeoPle'
angle, when we say our country's Problems should be resolved through

Looking at issues from the above

the will of the people exPressed in free, fair and genuine election, first, we mean that

accepted standards the EPRDF is nullifying should be resPected. Secondly we mear1 we cannot

saying that the PrinciP les be resPected while the EPRDF onlY saYs lip service to the

claiming to have accePted We unequivocallY say that elections should be undertaken outside the

of the ruling elite for the first time in our country's history

In other words, to solve our country's problems through Peaceful and democratic means and for the

institutionalization of free, fair and genuine election we continue our struggle for the following

1"t. ,r,r'rtrh,,.nt of 
" 

..roonribl.,bod, th"a *ould oot*tt tht dttott"tit o*tttt tnd tldioot

Whathasmadefruitlessourhitherto.cesseswereundertakerrundera
condition where there were no respect roi rrurun rights, their preparations were by our rulers as they

suit them and their implementation under their strict control'

Although democracy and the respect for human rights are neces*ry ulder all circumstances, in time of

elections due emphasis should be givento the prüequisite rights !r fre1, falr and genuine elections in

accordance with the universally accepted critèria. FurthermJre , if an election is to be accepted as a

democratic election, ;;t ;""ibe left for one player under any democratic practice'

Therefore, frrst of all in orde, to ,ruur* the prerlquisite rights pertinent to elections and to create a

general democratic ut.orph.re in the ,ourtry, and secoidly to ensure.a free, fair and geru'i'ne

elections, establishment of a responsible body *ould be. necessary. This body must consist of all main'

contenders, or must be a body *hor. independence--is acceptable to all parties and must include

international observers that are mutually agreeable to all parties'

2n

election should be:

a) undertaken under democratio atmosphere where human rights are duly respected and whm it

is free from both the intervention of the government and other forces;
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if

b) undertaken under a condition where the universally accepted standards are respectd' whe'lr'

the pre-requisites for free elections *urt, u, ir..âo, or tnougtrts, expression, assembly'

organization etc' are equally respected;.

c) .onou.i.d where there is no intimidation and secret balloting, is maintained; goeq beyond

declarations to get the approval of the people and a broad voter education is given to th
people; respect for the duà procesl 9f luY observed, and in gtntiti tupt*ision-is made 'Sil
the strict observance ortn. ir..onàirlons for free elections . i":'

,*TanRightsarticle2|l3ldec|uesthatforagivenelectiontobefair,

the equality of citizens and their partlcipation gru.unt..a, while-,in artiète 22 it declares s.ch

participation ,t ortà not be discrimilatof'on tt."uur.r àiiur., religion, language, color, politicsl

opinion, nationar identity and class. À..oiaing to these criteria tÉe EP-RDF elections do not meet the

criteria of:
a) citizens equal ParticiPation

c) legal and administrative guarantees to all the participants' etc 
.,iah nnnrrnls the litl 

'" ' ''

By openly nullifying the legal and administrative guuruni.-*, tr,. rpiror w-hich controls the Ethiopiæ',

state and is arso the only player has prepared an election which it controls through creating its qvm

electoral machinery.

4û. For a Given f,lection to be.Called Genuine 
^ - ,^ t ^-)+L^ ^4Lar rn+crnqrinnel civil and p

The universal Declaration of Hururfr:u,t icle 2l.l3land the other International civil and Political

Rights declare that for a given election tî u" mitn r, it .uriu. genuine. Because of its military might

the EpRDF is seriously undermining these tTIqEq ttÀAa,AI To us, for a given election to'bô

genuine tfr. Uuri, .iit..ü n..a.d and îni.n the EPitDF is undermining are the following:

a)theneedforpresentingalternativechoicestothepeople;
bi the need to freely present the alternative choices;

c) the need for the néutrality (independence) of government institutions and

d) the need for voter education etc' 
r- - -- .c,-r.:r^r l- o, +ho alporinns hel,

sadly, these basic criteria for genuine elections have never been fulfilled in all the elections held sofu

in our country. ÀJ,t. epnpr which is forced to accepi multi-party democracy in theory is repeating

the same old mistake.

Irt.

hc&s + h.,i.&,h)r + h.h)++akal+à'0h + *,hjrÊr, + t.llf'* + ++}i-ti"0{rg
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B. The need for a Demoqratic.CoBs'tlt$tio4 
I

Regarding this issue too, *. of the universally aæ€Pted

principles which the EpRDF governm.rt opËnty undermines. our demands are the inclusion of 'the

following principles in a transparrn, *uf i, ,f'. *uting and amending the national constitution;

implementation.

2'd. The need for Constitutionalislr lnd Con§titltion?t Guaranteî 
rn+ orrnenricino tro,,

For any .onrtitu ependent supervising body. 11i*

means an independent constitutional court which operates independently and is free from any

DEMOCRAICY;_ TIGRAI-TIGRIGNI ETHIOPIANS FOR SOCIAL DEMOCRACY;
COALITION;- TIGRAN ALLIANCE rOR NATTONAL
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government interference is needed to oversee that the supreme law of f: land is impteçflffi
respected. The EPRDF constitution, although it declares th; supremacy of the law failed to cred

a mechanism which is free fro, gore*meit control and has tlr-e power to pass authoritative decisions'

3"0. prttinu to oractice the Sçngratjon of Power§ P[inciDle

For any .onrtit s[-ould be checks and balances in the \ryotki4s

*tÏ*à*îîÏ*m"::,*ffi [,'.r,:îiï;1ru**:ffi il""+rl,*;?ffi1",ryffi
the constitution of the Dergue instead or adopting the.principles- of separation of powers, fofltr

concentration of power in the hand of or. biunci and-by ro doing nuilifiet the separation of powe'rs

4ù

principles.

EPRDF's constitution

diffrcult for the amendment of the constitution'

7o. R."lir. the Riehts of Nations/

6o. Demo.r"tizrtion of Conrtitr.ti'n M'kint.und A"nd"nt Process

Foraconstitutiontobethe*uinlu*andrespect(9uealegitimæe
national document) of the society, it has to be draft.A ârA ratifiàd by full nartigiqllon of the whole

people. As democratic constitutiàn is one which is written with the consenius of different sectione of

the society, its amendment also requires popu.lar .consent' 
This means constitutional amendment

requires absolute majority or refe..Jr*, ,* a simple majority. Needless-to-say, the true face of'anti-

democratic and dictatoriar governments rie here; they do not onry rnuk: constitutions by their own

discretion, but also make their constitution in such a way that it would be diffrcult for the societylto

amend them. r-^Â^r ^-r
The EpRDF,s constitution is not an exception. The manner the constitution was drafted and ratifi{

has made it a document that empowers a minority group and its political program. qhat is wors is

also the existence of veto power for groups of"leis tian 5Yo oà importunt issues that may make

. Resnect for the independçnc9 of the iudiçiarv

Whenanydemoc.uleoflaw,thenecessarymechanismwhichguarantee§
the independence of the judiciary should be created. The independence of the judiciary means tlte

independence of the judges This *.u* ihe creation of an independent lody that guarantees the

freedom from government interference which supervises the assignment of judges, their dismissals,

transfer, promotion and discipline. The EpRDF'constitution ükJthe Dergue even if it accepts the

principle ofjudicial independen.. in tt.o[ hu, ,o provision for such an independent body'

5û. Genuine Apnlication of f.hq Bule of Mutti-partv §vstem

AnyconstitutionlffiGâd..o.ffintheruleofmulti.partysystemandmust
enable the realization of such a system. This means the constitution must promote different ideologie§'

political positions, and social and economic policies lprograms) whele parties freely and fair.Iy :'

compete publicly, and those who win majority vote.shàuldlbe allowed to seize power in order,i& ,

implement their policies and progrurr. nut tné constitution that has been sponsored by the EPRDF;'.

similar to that of the Dergue, promotes a minority organiration's political poiition and socio-economic

policies.
what is more, the constitution was prepared in a complicated manner that even if organizations that

oppose the EpRDF's program ,.ir. iotitical power by winning the major§ support of the electordes'

they will be forced to unâertake the task of modifyinÿameniing the con§tituiion. unless this task'is

accomplish.d, th.i. is no condition for different prii.t to op"eræe within the frame work of the

hC,Çs + Ïurt&h2f + h"f-)l + æklT + h'tlh + f,Ïrà^BU + *41&i" + ;Ij}tu-Iufi{rÊ
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SEPTEMBER 13, 1998
PARIS

Itemocntbdon and Free Elecdon ldüatlve

A democratic constitution is that which guarantees full Rights of Individuals, Rights of Citizens fuIl

rights of the nations/ nationalities to deàde on all matteri of their special concern on one hand and

advances the sense of unity and brotherhood for their peaceful co-existence by allowing their fulI and

, 
equal participation in all matters of common national intent. This means that within the framework of a

: democratic system in which Individual, Nationality and Citizenship rights would be recognized ,there

will be the affrrmation of their rights tÂ determine their administrativJ structure and chart their social

and economic policies. In light of this, the EpRDF's-constitution is not one that guarantees the rights

r of nations and nationalities in the nrriptur.. Although the constitution claims to have created a federal

. strucûrre that enables the peopt.r' prrti.ipation in àecision making on national interests, in reality it

does not ailow the federar prrri"rerrt to fuiry participate in the raw-making process of the country'

fu has been repeateay mention J ,boué'in Ettriopia's political history there has never been a

favorable political atmosphere for free and âir election. The elections that have been conducted under

the EpRDF,s sponsorship during the so-called transitional period all9 dq not qualify for internationally

accepted vardstick for free .na rui, eiections, save for tne r,pnpFs rhetoric' Although the EPRDF

claims that Ethiopia has never been blessed with such kind of "democratic situation" still today

Ethiopia does not i,ave democratic constitution, even not one that takes the country a step towards that'

As we take a coûrmon stand to **Àonty struggle for a democratization and free election initiative, no

one should mistakenly suspect ou. porition urîr.. lust for power' without free and fair elections no

where in the world any people expËssed their will and achieved their goals. In the same token there is

ffiilffii6"pr* pô"ptr .outa .l<p*s their will without democratic constitution' As there are no

people in the *ona *noïo. able tà establish the rule of law and build a better life in peace and

democratic atmosphere, in the absence of a democratic constitution there is no other alternative for the

If there are people who maintain that there is a way other than through democratic elections and a

democratic constitution that a democratic transition can be made, they should be able to tell us what

that is! ,, ,

on our part, we say that there is no alternative solution to such a method. Not only us, but all democratic

, forces in the .offi *ho hur. chosen any organizatior they want, follow any method of struggle, etc',

we believe would have the same stand on this-issue. This means as our struggle is to create a platform

,wtrere all Ethiopians would determine their fate and as our aim is not to replace one anti-democratic

govemment with v.i *ott.r repressive one, we say all democratic forces should stand with us for this

,common cause. , .r :

ïherefore, we call on all the democratic forces of the country to cooperatead rally around this minimum

common platform: DEMOCRATIZATION AND FREE ELECTIONS INTIATM'

TEE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE, JUSTICE AND DEMOCRACY SHALL CONTINUE!!

THE COALITION OF ETHIOPIAN OPPOSITION POLTICAL
ORGANIZATIONS
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