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AIDE -I'1EMO IRE

ON MEI TSONE AND THE PERSPECTIVES OF

THE STRUGGLE

rN ETHIOPÏÀ

I. MEt ISONE' S PLACE ON THE ETHTOPIÀN POLITICAL SCENE

The place held by METISONE on the Ethi.opian political
scene is unique j.n many vrays. f t is an "411 Ethlopia" and "So-
cialist" organisatj-on whose political stands and aspirations
differ both from those of the military government and the va-
rious nationality movements struggl j-ng against the regime. The-
se differences ÿrith the various polltical forces in the country
can be summed up as follows:

A. Our differences with the military regirne:

Àmong the opposition groups operating in the country,
ME'ISONE is the only organisation that once shared state povrer

with the military regime. During this period (December 1975-Au-
gust 1977), members of ME'ISONE participated in the government as
MinisÈers and high functionnaries, governors of regions, advisors
to the Military Council and political, cadres in the "provisional
Office for Mass Organisational Àffairs". They were also elected
to leadership posts in the \.rorkers', peasants,, neighbourhood as-
sociations and other democratic organisations. The break r.{ith the
mi.litary regime came in Àugust 'l 977, when it became elear that it
was abandoning the cornmittments that were undertaken when the al-
liance was formed. The differences, as they developped from early
1977, revolve around lour main issues which we consider as cruciaL
for the future of Ethiopia and it's people.

1. Democratic rights:

ME'ISONE stands for fulI democratic liberties including
the right to organize poritical parties. contrary to its promises,
the Derg has denied the Ethiopian people arr- the basic human and
democratic rights. rt has dismantled the democratic mass organisat-
ions, outrawed all political groups, imprisoned thousands of demo-
crats and patriots, and forced over 2 million people into exire.
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It has nor,, instaured a one-party military dictatoship in the country.

2. The Right of Nationaiities to sel- f-determination:

MEr ISONE has always stood for the right of nationa-
Iities to sel f-determination and struggled for a united Ethiopia based

on democratic principles and the.absolute equality of all it's natio-
nalities. On the contrary, the military regime has embarked on a policy
of chauvinist repression against the oppressed nationalities in the
country. The kind of "unity" advocated by the military regime is one

based on the force of arms and the supremacy of one nationality over
aLl the others in the country.

3. National Independance

As you knosr, Ethiopia has often been portrayed as a

country with a glorious tradition of a rich and enduring civilisation.
Except for the brief fascist occupation in 1936-41 , it is known as a

country $rhich has maintained its independance even during the hay days
of colonial expansion. There is much the present generations of Ethio-
pians is proud of in this heritage. ME'ISONE is a patriotic organisat-
ion. Revolution has never meant and will never mean rejection of the
tremendous and proud heritage of the Ethiopian past. During the years
prior to Soviet involvement in the country, we struggled against Àmeri-
can domination. After 1977, we strongly opposed Soviet domination and
stood for a pol j.cy of constant non-alignement. The regime has on the
other hand transformed our country into a satellite of the soviet union
and. an instrument of the latter's expansionist policy i,n Africa.

4. Economic Po1lcy

' METISONE stands for an economic policy essentially
geared to the needs of the vast majority of the Ethiopian people. It
advocates the rational use of the country's immense human and natural
ressources so as to stamp out mass fami.ne, poverty, ignorance and di_
sease in the shortest possibre time. The appropriate poricy to achieve
these objectives is a pranned economy coupl,ed with the presence and
encouragement of a dynamic private sector. The Derg, on the other hand,
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bas opted for the "Non Capltalist road" of developnent and ls trying
to lnstaure a full pledged "socialist" economy coPied froD the rgodels

existing in the soviet Union and other East EuroPean countries. This

explalns the forced col lectivlsation and the repeated attempts made

by the Derg to crlPple the private sector of the Ethj.oPian econony.

B. ME'IsoNE and the nationality movements

Ethiopia is a country composed of many nationalities. The

problem of the economic, political and cultural oopression of most

of the nationalitles, by the AI"IIIÀRA and to a certain extent the TIG-

RÀY naÈionalitles of the northern half of the country, is one of the

key issues of the democratic revolution in Ethiopia. Both before and

after the revolution of 1974, nationalist movements have waged poli-
tical and armed struggle as a legitimate response to the chauvinist
repression unleashed against them. But this struggle against chauvi-
nism and for sel f-de termination is being waged both by multinationali-
ty and s inglenational ity organisations. In the first group we find
ME'ISONE, whose differences wlth the exclusively nationality crganisat-
tions can be summed up as follows.

1. Compositlon

This is the most obvious di-f f erence bethreen ME'ISONE

and the nationality organisations. As its name indicates, MErïSONE is
an "ÀI1 Ethiopla" movement which is neither dominated by nor struggles
for the interest of one particular nationality i-n the country. Its mem-

bers, both at the leadership and rank and file levels, are militants
dra$/n from all nationalities in Ethj.opia. The varlous nationality move-

ments are on the other hand organisations whose membership is drawn from
one particular natj-onality in a given region of the country.

2. Obi ec tives

MEr ISONE's objectives as indicated above are clear.
I{e struggle for the right to sel f-determlnation of all nationalities
and for a democratic and united Ethiopia. Some among the nationality
organlsations (Oromo Liberation Front, The ÿJestern Somalia Liberation
Front, etc) have come out openly for the independence of their respecti-
ve nationalities from Ethiopia. Others li-ke the TIcRÀy peoples Liberat-
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lon Front and The Afar National Llberation Movement stand for seff-
determination $rithout openly calling for independence.

TI. MEI ISONE'S PERSPECTIVES

Durlng the years prior to 1978, and especially in 1976-77,
ME'ISONE was the most important progressive organisation in Ethiopia,
both in terms of j.ts positive influence in the countryrs affairs and

its presence in practically all the regions. The democratic mass orga-
nisations \,ÿere mostly 1ed by elected METISONE members or sympathisers.
After the break with the Derg, in Àugust 1977, th.e organisation fell
victim to one of the most ruthless reppressions ever unleashed against
democratj-e forces in the country. Thousands of its militants \.rere sum-

marly executed and about 17.000 members or sympathisers $7ere arrested.
This has considerably weakened the organisational capacity of ME'ISONE.

À. ÀIE I ISONE's Assets

Inspite of unprecedented repressi.on unleashed against it,
we consider that METTSONE has numerous "assets" which will help it play
a crucial role in future developments in Ethiopia, if and when it over-
comes the material problems that it is now facing.

1. Àmong the various mul tinationai ity organisations
which existed during the years 19'l 4-'78, METISONE is the only one that has
successfully survi.ved the repression. The underground leadership created
in early 1976 and those members who stayed underground even while the or-
ganisation rras participating in the govenment, have continued the strugglr
inside the country.

2. Àmong the existing opposition movements in Ethio-
pia, METISONE is the oldest and the most experenced both in terms of the
exercise of state power and the underground struggle.

3. Itrs clear stand on the question of democratic
rights, national independence and sel f -determination has the support cf
the vast majority of Ethiopia's d.emocrats and patriots.
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4. Às the only progessive organisatlon with a realist
and "À11 Ethiopia" alternative to the military dictatorship, it has the
increasing slmpathy of all those international progressive forces who

support the struggle for a democratic Aoverrunent in an independent, non-

aligned and united EthioPia .

B. Short and long-term Perspectives

which,
future

ME'ISONE has defined both
when implemented, will enable
developments in Èhe country.

short-term and long-term tasks,
it to play a declsive role in any

1. Immediate problems and tasks

In the short term, we believe that the economic, poli--
ti.ca1 and social crisis in the country is so deep and wide spread that
there is a possibility of a spontaneous popular upsurge as the one exper-
ienced ln Eebruary 1974. In the event of such an uprising, it will be ve-
ry difficult for the regime, isolated as it is, to control the situation.
Sectlons of the Àrmy and the security forces. who are apposed to the pre-
sence of foreign troops in Ethiopia, could siàe with the popular movement.

But \.re also know that the present state of strength and unity of the de-
mocratic forces can not be considered to be up to the challenge that such
a spontaneous upsurge is bound to create. The conditions that prevaiLed
in 191 4 permitted the continued radicalisation of the popular movement even
in the absence of a strong organisation capable of leading it. But now the
situation is dlfferent. The military regime has a "Treaty of Cooperation
and Friendship" with the Soviet Union, South Yemen and Libya. Thousands of
foreign troops are stationed in the country. The rnilitary government has
a political organlsation which can call in even more foreign troops to
cruch the popular movement. Ethiopia can be a second Àfganistan.

fn the absece of a strong, credible and democratic or-
ganisation, vre also fear that popular discontent could open the way for
another dangerous alternatl-ve. a fascistic coup drEtat ,'à Ia chilienne',
instigated and supported by the Ànericans. In view of the grorring anti-
soviet feellngs among a1l sections of the population, r"/e think that this
can be a real danger for our country. Intent on sparing 

. 
Ethiopia the mis-

fortunes of chiri or Afganistan, ü/e work to create conditions that b/ou1d
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help the emergence of a new and democratic Nation' We strongly believe
that democratic forces and governments in ÿüestern Europe can play an im-
portant role in strengthening our.struggle and in the development of
the tremendous human and natural ressources of our country once victory
is achieved

It is in view of these probabilities and problems

that lee are now reorganising our underground celles in factories, govern-
ment offices, schools, etc. One important aspect of thls organisational
work 1s the special emphasis that $re are giving to our work within the
Àrmed Forces and the militia, whosè rallying to the popular moverûent can

be a decislve factor in the struggle.

2. Long-term tasks

The long-term tasks def j-ned by the organisation take into
account the possible absence of such a spontaneous uprisi.ng in the im-
mediate future but also its posslble defeat as a result of a massive and
open foreign aggression or a fascistic coup d'Etat. We work to create
the conditions for the waging of an armed struggle and to expand our ba-
se areas in southern Ethiopia. We also work towards the creation of a

United Democratic Front composed of nationality and multinatj-ona I ity or-
ganj.sations opposed to the military regime. Iÿe consider that these orga-
nisations can represent a tremendous force if only they overcome their
minor differences and unite in the conmon struggl,e.

In this respect, METISONE and the Eritrean peoples, Liberat-
ion Front (EPLF) have taken some important steps to create a united Eront
based on a commonly agreed upon programme of action. since leaders of the
trro organisations met in Khartoum in December 1980, concrete steps have
been taken to increase their all round cocperation.

Contacts !.rith nationality movements
derway and we are hopeful that they wi.1t }ead to
overdue Democratic Front which we beli-eve is the
lasting victory and complete liberation.

1n Ethiopla are afso un-
the formation of the long
only means to achieve a

ÏIT. THE NEED FOR INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

The various contacts +-hat v/e have undertaken in the Dast
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rdith gover nents, political parties, trade unions, non-governmentaI

organisations, etc., have halped us to ascertain one important fact:
MEr ISONE's stand and struggle for a democratically united Ethiopia,
free from any foreign domination, has the supPort and sympa thy of
most democratic and peace loving forces in the world and expecially
1n lllestern Europe. On the other hand, forces opposed to the emergence

of a strong democratic and united Ethi,opia and to peace and stability
in the Horn of Àfrlca consider our organisation as an obstacle to the

realisation of their eviJ- designs.

l{e understand that you belong to the first group. Your

concern about foreign interventj-on in the affairs of our country and

in the Horn and your positions on democracy and social justice coincide
with the aspirations of our organisation and those of the peoples of
Ethlopia. That is why we took the J.lberty to raise issues of political,
humanetarian and material support that vre need to advance this \"rorthy

cause. In this respect, i'/e \^/ould like to indicate some of the f ields
in which your assistance would be most appreciated.

1. political: sqpport

2. Material support for our political $rork

Ttre challenges of the underground struggle in Ethiopia and
the short-term and l-ong-term tasks that we have set to ourselves cannot
be met and accomplished \^rithout a sound material base. We also need to
launch a systematj.c and vigorous campaign to explain our posltion to
the above mentioned groups abroad. We have crucial and important poli-
tical, humanitarlan and organisatlonal tasks to accomplish among Ethio-
pians who Iive outside the country. Àt this stage of the struggle, l"re

I{e need your help in our struggle to make known our posit-
ions and perspectives to governments, political parties, trade uni-ons,

non*governmental organisations and other groups or j.ndividuals. The

intentlon is to create a vast current of solidarity based on a clear
understanding of past and present events in Ethiopia. This, of course,
demands further and vride ranging discussions on the role and position
of our organisation. l,Ie would like to assure you that the Foreign Mis-
slon of ME'ISONE ls ready for such dlscussions and a quatj.fied repre-
senèative can meet you as nay be regulred.
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3. Solidarity srith victims of repression in Ethiopia

There are over 30.000 political prisoners and thousanCs of
other vj.ctims of repression inside Ethiopia. Most of these need the ma-

terlal support of political and humanitarian organisations in order to
survive. There are underground solidarity committees in the country,
working to render humanitarian assistance to these victims. But as they
do not have enough funds and due to difficulties involved in the under-
ground nature of their activities, these committees render assistence
only Èo a limlted ninority of those in need. Ivlore ressources would al1ow
us to expand the activities of these corunittees and to help more victims.

4- Solidaritv ÿiith Ethiopian refugees

There are at present over 2.000.000 refugees that have left
the country over the past years. Energency assistance fron the internat-
ional community has enabled them to survive. lüe believe that this assis-
tance should go beyond survival and aIlo'ru for' the economic, social and
cultural- well being of those concerned. We think that they must be helped
to be self supporting in order that they shoufd not be a eonstant burden
to the international community, In view of this, we have created refugees,
self-help committees. At this early stage these coRunj-ttees need funds to
build schools, clinics, community centers and to initiate self supporting
economic activities.

It should be clear that vre do not expect your organisation to help us
finance all these activities. The intention is to indicate the various
fields of possible assistance in order that you may be able to assess
the needs of our organisation, Your aid can take the form of direct and
partiar participation in support of one particular activity. you may also
help by recomrnending us to other organisations who might be interested in
any of the above mentioned projects that r^re .rÿant to realise.

need the material support of those who understand our position and sym-

pathize ÿÿ1th the cause of our people.
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Finally, rtre would like to point out that we have more detailed
notes and concrete projects that $re can submlt to your consj-deration
once you indicate the particular field in which you vrant to help.

January 1983


